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a mateimitp charity which received about 150 in- 
patients, and attendedbetween7C)CI and so0 out-patients. 
in the course of the year, the undefined position I held 
in the eyes o€ the law gave me consiclernble cause 
for reflection. So much so, that after two yeard es- 
perience of the work I wrote to the authorities (there 
being at that time no likelihood of tlie Registra- 
tion OF. midwives in t,he near futnre) to say 
that I ceould only continue to hold such a post 
by c p l i  Cying as n nictlical practitioner. R ir 
the position in wliich T found niyseli was tlijs : that 
in the eyes of the lam my capacity to practise mid- 
wifery was neither recognised nor protected, and in 
the event of any untomarcl circunistance arising my 
course of action would not be investigated by a pro- 
fessional body by which I should be regarded as, 
and receive thqt cons&ration accorded to a skilled 
worker. In the eyes o€ the law, midwives having no 
legal status, I should rank merely as a common 
nrimbal. 

The midwives of the present day who are entitled 
by law to practise midwifery, whose work is placed 
on a well-defined basis by a Central Board to which 
they are responsible, can scarcely realise tho anxieties 
of a inidwife in tlie past, whose work was most 
onerous, while her position was nil. T should like to 
dram the attention of nurses to the following facts. It 
took me tliree years’ p~orlz and two stiff examinations 
to gain a certificate in general nursing, ant1 only as 
many months to obtain the diploma of tlie I~onJon 
Obstetrical Society stating that I was a sldletl mid- 
wife and competent to attend natural Inbour. Yet 
no one may take the name or title of midwife or 
iniplr that she is specially qualified tCJ practise 
midwifery. 1 ani ‘ I  entitled by law to practise niicl- 
wifery” as the result of three months work ancl 
study. But my certificate as a trained nurse has 
no legal value. Anybody may take the name or title 
of t,rained nurse and imply that she is specially 
qualified to  act as such. Is this reasonable or just ? 

No wonder I-iospitals are beginning to find difficnlt<y 
in procuring well-eclncated intelligent probationers, 
and are having to lower their standtwd. Let Hospital 
Committees unite to help their nurses to obtain 
Registration ancl protection when trained, there will 
then be no dearth of first-class women to fill pro- 
bationers’ vacancies. 

, 

Yours tnily, 
COM HON SENRE. 

Comments anb IRepiies, 
Isolatiow. - The necessity for crwperation is a 

lesson which nurses are slow to learn, but i t  is abso- 
lutely necessaly that they should learn it before they 
crm effectively voice their views. “TII bo a whole 
is to poor and meaD, to be a [’art is to be great - 

, anri mighty.” 
flfidwi.;Fc,--Newrs, Rlleii and kIanliurys, Thitecl, 
48, Wigmore Street, London, W., supply a Mid- 

vives’ case which conq~lies with tlie requirements of 
tlie Central Midwives’ 13naril. It measurea 14: in. 
by 6; in. broad and 4f in. deep, so that it is very 
conlpact and portable. The pricc of ca8e fitted 
cnmplete is $2 1%. 6t1, 

Uwo pri3e Gontgetitione. 
The Editor offers the following prizes :- 

No. 1. PUZZLE COMPETITION. 
Details will be found on page viii. 
No. 2. REMINISCENCE DURING TRAINING. 
A p&e of 10s. 6d. for the most iutereut(iug 

Reminiscence during Training, not to exceed 500 
words. Papers competing for thie prim imst be 
receireil by the Editor not later than Saturday, 
Pebi*uary 10th. The paragraph gaining the prize and 
the name or pseudonym of the prize-winner will be 
published on February 17th. 

CONDITIONS GOVERNING COMPETITION 2 
Each competitor must enclose with his 01% her 

paragraph a sealed envelope, outside which is 
written the title of the contents cnly, and inside 
the title of the contents with tho author’s full name 
and address. 

The Editor reserves to herself the right to publisb 
any of the paragraphs received for the ompeti- 
tion. In such event payment will be made at the 
current rate ; such paragraph to become the 
property and copyright of the BRITIMI JOURNAL 
OF NURBING. 

NI competitions must be addressed to the Editor, at 
20, Upper Wimpole street, London, W. 

--.LcI- 

rnotfces, 
T H E  SOCIETY FOR THE STATE REGISTRA- 

TION OF TRAINED NURSES. 
All those desirous of helping on the important move- 

ment of this Society to  obtain a Bill providing for the 
Legal Registration of Trained Nurses will find an 
application form on page iv. of cover, or can obtain all 
information concernin the Society and its work from the 
Hon. Secretary, 431, &ford Street, London, W. 

Those nurses who are working on behalf of the above 
Society, and are endeavouring to spread lcnowledge as 
t o  its uims, may be glad t o  know that they can now 
obtain t~ Memorandum, giving briefly the reaRons why 
Registrhon is necessary, from the Hon. Sccretwy, 431, 
Oxford Street, London, W. 

Those interested in the efficient organisntion of 
nursing ijhould procure the Annud Re lort of the Society 
for the State Regktration of Trainei Nurweij from the 
Hon. Secretmy. Six copies, post free, 7d., or one copy 
1gr1. I t  giveij a brief review of the hiijtory of Stste 
Registration. 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 
The Editor will-at all times be plgacled t o  consider 

articles of a suitable nature for insertion in this Journal 
-those on pructical nursing are specially invited. The 
Editor will also be pleused to  reooive puragraphs, such 
as items of nursing news, results of nurses’ examinations, 
new appointments, reports of hospital functions, also 
letter8 on questions of interest t o  nursea, and newspapers 
marlced with reports of matters of professional interest. 

Such communications must be duly authenticated with 
nume and nclclress, not neceRsarily for publication, but ns 
evidence of ood faith, and should be addressed to the 
Editor, 20, & Wiinpole street, London, MT. 

Price 6d. for 20 copies. 

OUR PRIZE PUZZLE. 
Rules for conlpeting for the Pictorial Yurile Price 

Ivi l ]  Le Fuuiitl 011 Adrcrtisc?mcnt page viii, 
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